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UNIVERSAL WASTE – FEDERAL VS. STATE
The universal waste
regulations streamline
hazardous waste
management standards
for specific, federally
designated wastes that
are commonly generated.
The rule is designed to
reduce the amount of
waste going to landfills,
to encourage recycling
and proper disposal of
certain common
hazardous wastes, and to
reduce the regulatory
burden on businesses
that collect and/or
transport these wastes.
40 CFR part 273 defines
the type of materials that
fall under the universal
waste categories and
specify in what situations
that material can be
considered a universal
waste. The federal
regulations identify five
specific categories of
materials that can be
managed as universal
wastes:

• batteries,
• pesticides,
• mercury-containing
equipment,
• lamps, and
• non-empty aerosol cans.
With EPA encouragement,
each state authorized for
the Resource Conservation
and Recovery Act (RCRA)
universal waste rulemaking
petition process is allowed
to develop and run their
own hazardous
waste/universal waste
programs as an alternative
to direct EPA management.
The state adoption of the
1995 Universal Waste Rule
is optional; thus, each state
manages universal waste
differently.
Authorized states can create
different standards, except
for batteries due to the
Battery Management Act,
but they must be equivalent
to the federal regulations.
These states may include
additional wastes beyond
the federally

recognized universal
wastes, if certain EPA
established criteria is
upheld. If an authorized
state adds a new
hazardous waste to its
universal waste program,
the management of that
waste under the universal
waste regulations would
only be allowed within
that state and in any
other authorized states
that added it to their
universal waste programs
as well.
Currently 50 states and
territories have been
granted authority to
implement the
RCRA universal waste
program, which ensures
national consistency and
minimum standards while
providing flexibility to
states in implementing
universal waste rules. Not
all authorized state
universal waste

programs include the five
specific federal universal
waste categories, but
some states have added
to the federal universal
wastes. Universal waste
regulations serve as a tool
to encourage proper
management of
hazardous waste..
Knowing the specifics of a
particular state’s
universal waste program
can be overwhelming. If
you are a generator of a
federal universal waste, a
necessary first step is to
assess your waste streams
and identify any waste
batteries, lamps,
pesticides, mercurycontaining equipment, or
non-empty aerosol cans
to determine if they are
eligible for your state’s
universal waste program.

EMPLOYEE
SPOTLIGHT
Title: Chief Engineer
Years of service: 12 years
What is your favorite hobby? Lobster Fishing - Growing up in Point
Loma, I started lobster fishing at a young age and never quit.
What’s one thing you can’t live without? Family is everything to me.
My beautiful wife, three daughters, and six grandchildren and
counting are what I live and work for.
What is your favorite part of being part of Paragon? I’ve always felt
respected and valued working for Paragon. All the staff and
management work well together and recognize all the tasks we
accomplish on an every basis. We always have a good time,
especially at our annual holiday party where I look forward to
seeing everyone.
Best advice you ever received? When I was 18, a marine engineer
told me “you will always have a job being an engineer.“
What’s a fun fact about you? I have 75 parakeets in a birdcage in
my backyard. If anyone wants one, let me know!

Congratulations to our Paragon team at
Norwalk Government Centre for
achieving the Energy Star rating for
their building. This process is lengthy
and difficult and receiving this
designation comes with great pride.
Thank you to our amazing team:
Dennis Thompson, Jose Aguiluz, & John
Hoskey. We appreciate your
commitment to delivering excellent
service to our clients!

John
Francisco

5 Reasons Fire Drills are Essential for Every Site
1. Practice makes perfect!
The first, and most important reason for a fire drill is
the experience it gives. It’s vital that everyone in the
building knows and understands the evacuation plan,
so in the event of a real emergency, they know which
staircase to take, where the fire exits are located,
where the assembly point is and most importantly –
that there is no need to panic.
2. Identify weak spots
No matter how thoroughly you organize your escape
from a burning building, it will never go to plan. There
might be a corridor blocked with a stationary delivery
that hasn’t been unloaded yet or a door that has been
inadvertently locked for security, that you never
realized could present a fire hazard until it’s hindering
your escape route.
A fire drill presents the perfect opportunity to tighten
up on rules and amend your risk assessment to
ensure nothing like this happens in the event of a real
fire outbreak.

3. Test alarms
Although it is a legal requirement that your alarms be
tested weekly to ensure they never fail in an
emergency, it’s too easy to overlook checking a
sounder in the ladies’ bathroom or the visual alarm
devices on the top floor.
In the event of a fire drill, everything will have to be
tested. Your fire marshal will have to check every
area of your premises and account for every body –
and it will be evident the loo alarms aren’t working if
a straggler appears a few minutes after everyone else
exclaims that they didn’t hear the alarm.

4. Fulfil your legal obligations
Of course, one of the most important reasons to carry our
regular fire drills is to comply with the law. According to
legislation, you are required to fit your premises with an
appropriate fire warning system and use it to carry out at
least one fire drill every year, during working hours and it
must include all staff. Every time you hire new staff, you
should inform them of the fire drill procedure and ensure
they are aware of all risks and the formal evacuation plan.
Every fire drill you carry out must then be recorded and if
the results are less than satisfactory, you should carry out
another risk assessment and update your evacuation plan
to resolve any potential problems.

5. Do you have everything you need?
Since your last fire drill, your work environment may have
changed, you may have hired more staff, or even staff with
mobility problems or changed the layout of your premises.
Although any changes in your environment should
instigate a new risk assessment and result in an updated
plan, testing the new plan with a fire drill is the perfect
way to check you have got it right.
It may become apparent that you need to install more
emergency lighting or a new fire escape sign, or even
invest in a new alarm with flashing beacons to warn deaf
people or the hard of hearing. Whatever your fire drill
uncovers, it allows you the chance to correct it quickly in
case of a real emergency.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
6/1 - Paul Pflimlin
6/6 - Antonio Gamez
6/7 - Fabian Aldrete
6/8 - Silvia Martinez
6/9 - Jesse Gagnon
6/9 - Enrique Garcia
6/10 - Marcelino Hidalgo
6/11 - Ann Ebba
6/14 - Emilio Morales
6/16 - Henry Anderson
6/18 - Sara Morales
6/29 - Peter Noren
6/29 - Jermar Williams
6/30 - Anthony Piggue Jr

Classic Macaroni Salad
INGREDIENTS
• 1-pound ditalini pasta (or elbow
pasta)
• 1 red bell pepper (chopped)
• 2 ribs celery (finely chopped)
• 1/2 cup finely chopped red onion
• 1/2 cup chopped sweet pickles
• 3 hard boiled eggs (chopped)
• Macaroni Salad Dressing
• 1 cup mayonnaise
• 2 tablespoons apple cider vinegar
• 1 tablespoon Dijon mustard
• 1 tablespoon sugar
• 1/2 teaspoon salt
• 1/4 teaspoon black pepper

JUNE EVENTS
6/3 - Southern California Beach Soccer
Championships
6/3 - Lions Club Fish Fry Costa Mesa
6/3 - Valley Center Western Days Festival
6/4 - Marine Corps Mud Run Camp Pendleton
6/4 - Huntington Beach Class Car Show
6/4 - Kona Kai Resort Annual Luau Party
6/5 - Rock ‘N’ Roll San Diego Marathon
6/11 – The Toast of the Coast Wine Festival Del Mar
6/11 - American Indian Arts Marketplace Griffith Park
6/11 – Huntington Beach Annual Pier Swim
6/12 – Father’s Day
6/17 - 626 Night Market OC Fair and Event Center
6/18 - Tate of Gaslamp
6/24 – A Taste of Greece St Paul’s Greek Orthodox
Church
6/25 – Viva! LA Music Festival
6/25 – Hollywood Bowl Jazz Festival

INSTRUCTIONS
Bring a large pot of salted water to a boil and cook pasta according to
package directions for al dente. Transfer the pasta to a colander, rinse
it with cold water and drain well. Set pasta aside to cool while you
prepare the rest of the salad ingredients. Stir the pasta occasionally to
prevent it from sticking together.
In a large bowl, combine the red bell pepper, celery, onion, pickles and
hard-boiled eggs.
To make the dressing, combine the mayonnaise, apple cider vinegar,
Dijon, sugar, salt and pepper in a medium bowl. Whisk until well
combined and smooth.
When the pasta is completely cooled, add it to the bowl with the other
pasta salad ingredients. Pour on the dressing and stir until everything
is well combined.
Cover and chill macaroni salad in the refrigerator for at least 2 hours
before serving. It will keep for up to 3 days when stored in an airtight
container in the refrigerator.

